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In response, Facebook filed a petition with the court that the suit be dismissed, but federal Judge Douglass
Woodlock put off a decision by giving ConnectU until Aug. 8 to provide more specifics against [Mark Zuckerberg]
and other Facebook founders.

ConnectU founders said they were shocked when Zuckerberg stated The-Facebook. com in February 2004 and they
filed a cease-and-desist request six days later. They hired a developer and introduced ConnectU May 1, 2004.

"But it was too late," [Cameron Winklevoss] said. "Facebook'sfootholdandfirstr mover advantage were too huge to
overcome."

FULL TEXT

A lawsuit was filed in a federal court in Boston July 25 charging that Facebook co-founder Mark Zuckerberg stole the
idea for his social networking site from JConnecticut-based ConnectU, a smaller social-iietworking Web site founded
in late 2002 by Harvard University students Divya Narendra and Cameron and iyier Winklevoss.

In response, Facebook filed a petition with the court that the suit be dismissed, but federal Judge Douglass
Woodlock put off a decision by giving ConnectU until Aug. 8 to provide more specifics against Zuckerberg and other
Facebook founders.

"Dorm room chit-chat does not make a contract," Woodlock said, in expressing some skepticism about a legal
agreement between ZuckerbergandConnectU founders, reported the San Francisco Chronicle.

The Winklevoss brothers, identical twins on the U.S. rowing team who aim to compete in the Bejj ing Olympics in
2008, claim they came up with the idea for a collegiate social network in 2002 and asked Zuckerberg to join the
team in 2004.

"We gave him the HarvardConnect.com code and shared our ideas," Cameron Winklevoss said,
accordingtotheChroracle. "Wetold him the idea was confidential."

Zuckerberg, according to the Stanford Daily, claimed in 2004 that he voluntarily agreed to do six hours of coding for
ConnectU.com, but he understood it to be a "personals" site connecting students with alumni and employers, and
not a social networking site.

ConnectU founders said they were shocked when Zuckerberg stated The-Facebook. com in February 2004 and they
filed a cease-and-desist request six days later. They hired a developer and introduced ConnectU May 1, 2004.

"But it was too late," Winklevoss said. "Facebook'sfootholdandfirstr mover advantage were too huge to overcome."
Facebook has 31 million users compared with about 70,000 users for ConnectU, according to the Associated Press.
In 2006, Facebook rejected a $1 billion takeover offer from Yahoo.

Sidebar

Divya Narendra is one of the cofounders of social networking site ConnectU, which has filed a lawsuit against one of
the co-founders ofFacebook.

DETAILS

Subject: Litigation; Social networks; Web sites; Theft


 http://libproxy.unl.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/facebook-co-founder-sued-connectu-com/docview/365269293/se-2?accountid=8116
 http://libproxy.unl.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/facebook-co-founder-sued-connectu-com/docview/365269293/se-2?accountid=8116

Location:

People:

Company / organization:

Ethnicity:

Publication title:

Volume:

Issue:

Pages:

Number of pages:

Publication year:

Publication date:

Section:

Publisher:

Place of publication:

Country of publication:

Publication subject:

ISSN:

Source type:

Language of publication:

Document type:

ProQuest document ID:

Document URL:

Copyright:

Last updated:

Database:

Connecticut

Zuckerberg, Mark

Name: ConnectU.com; NAICS: 518112

Asian, Pacific Islander

India - West; San Leandro, Calif.

32

37

A2

2007

Aug 3, 2007

National - U.S.

India West

San Leandro, Calif.

United States, San Leandro, Calif.

Asian/Pacific Islander, Ethnic Interests

0883721X

Newspaper

English

News

365269293

http://libproxy.unl.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/newspapers/facebook-co-
founder-sued-connectu-com/docview/365269293/se-2?accountid=8116

Copyright India West Aug 3, 2007

2010-06-23

Ethnic NewsWatch



LINKS

Database copyright 00 2024 ProQuest LLC. All rights reserved.

Terms and Conditions Contact ProQuest


https://www.proquest.com/info/termsAndConditions
http://about.proquest.com/go/pqissupportcontact

	Facebook Co-Founder Sued by ConnectU.com

